
biblically to real-life problems like depression, family struggles, 
and addiction. Chris quickly caught his professors’ passion for 
studying Scripture every day and living it out. Besides sharing his 
love of Scripture with the junior high and high school students, 
Chris also applied a Bible study technique he learned from 
associate professor Dr. Brian Tucker. Rather than lecturing from  
a podium, Chris sits in a circle with the youth to “wrestle through 
God’s Word together.” Through the power of God’s Word, Chris 
soon saw students grasp the truth “and turn into awesome men 
and women that follow Jesus.” 

Since his graduation from MTS, Chris continues as youth pastor  
at Clarkston. His wife Amy and their two children, Melanie, 6,  
and Ryan, 4, get involved as often as possible. Through weekly 
meetings, seasonal camps, and special events, such as serving 
food to the homeless or helping special-needs children play 
baseball, Chris works to empower teens to love God and share 
their faith with friends. “My call is to youth ministry, and it’s an 
absolute joy,” said Chris, who remains grateful for the influence  
of MTS on his life and ministry. “I’m much the person I am today 
because of my experience there.”
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Chris Horvath was headed  
home as a passenger in a 
propeller plane after leading  
a group of high school students 
on a mission trip to Mexico 
when one of the engines 
caught fire. Chris, who grew up 
in South Rockwood, Michigan, 
thought about the dynamic 
week of ministry they’d had  
and the real possibility of dying. 
Just months from graduating 

with a degree in chemical engineering from the University  
of Michigan, he prayed, Lord, what is the purpose of my life? 
Forty-five minutes later, the pilot was able to safely make an 
emergency landing. By that time, Chris had decided to serve the 
Lord full time in youth ministry, but he knew he needed seminary 
training. At the strong recommendation of his pastor, he chose 
Moody Theological Seminary–Michigan (MTS).

Although Chris was working nearly full time at Ford Motor 
Company and volunteering with the youth at his church, he 
began taking classes in 2000 and graduated with an M.Div.  
in 2009. From start to finish, he found a very supportive 
atmosphere at MTS. “It was all over my head, but I worked  
my tail off and asked a lot of questions, and the professors  
were extraordinarily helpful,” he said. Group work allowed Chris  
to gain wisdom from fellow students, who came from different 
careers and ministry backgrounds. “The diversity at MTS is just 
phenomenal,” Chris said. “It helped me learn that there is no 
one-size-fits-all program for ministry.”

In 2002 Chris quit his job at Ford and was hired as full-time youth 
pastor at Clarkston Free Methodist Church in Clarkston, Michigan. 
The pastoral position allowed him to apply what he was learning 
in his Bible courses to the crises he encountered with his youth 
group. Chris often discussed with his professors how to respond 
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Chris (right), his family, and church teens volunteer at an event 
to help special-needs kids play baseball.



About 120 seminary students from Moody Theological  
Seminary in Chicago participated in the 10th annual Service  
in the City on Saturday, March 3. Despite cold weather, students 
extended Christian warmth and compassion to the city’s poor  
and disadvantaged while working alongside 15 local churches  
and ministries in 15 Chicago neighborhoods. 

The event was hosted by Moody Theological Seminary, along  
with Renew Chicago of Park Community Church and Heart for  
the City, an organization started by Service in the City faculty 
advisor Dr. John Fuder, to equip local churches for local service.

Students’ ministry tasks varied, such as running a basketball  
clinic at New Life Community Church in Bridgeport, ministering  
to seniors at Love of Christ Baptist Church in Bronzeville, assisting  
in an ESL gospel class at the Pui Tak Center in Chinatown, and 
distributing food and care kits at numerous neighborhood 
churches. Outside a Home Depot on Chicago’s South Side, 

Daniel Rose, who graduated 
from Moody Theological 
Seminary–Michigan with his  
M.Div. in 2009, often came  
to classes with questions that 
arose from full-time ministry 
work with Cru, the campus 
ministry of Campus Crusade  
for Christ. How would learning 
biblical Greek and Hebrew help 
him share the gospel with a 
student at the University of 

Detroit Mercy? How might the doctrine of the Trinity impact his 
conversation with a Jehovah’s Witness? 

Questions like these fostered great conversations in classes,  
and Daniel appreciated that his Moody professors didn’t just give 
cliché answers. “For me seminary wasn’t purely academic, but it 
was a time where I could wrestle with the deeper issues of what  
it means to follow Christ on a daily basis and to really embody  
the theological things we were learning in a ministry context,”  
said Daniel, who is married to Amy, and has two children, ages  
8 and 10.

In addition to giving him a forum for questions and answers, 
Daniel’s experience at MTS confirmed that God was calling him  
to pastoral ministry. During a semester-long internship, he worked 

MTS Alum Uses Inquisitive Nature to Lead Others

Service in the City Connects Students with Chicago Urban Ministries
students set up a booth with hot coffee and snacks and witnessed 
in Spanish to the day laborers awaiting work. “They talked about 
their faith, and it was very successful,” said Min Choi, coordinator  
of the event and MTS student, who noted that some MTS 
students evangelize at that site regularly throughout the year. 

At the end of the day, students shared encouraging testimonies, 
recounting the positive impact not only on the communities but 
on their own understanding of urban poverty and outreach.

For seminary students who want to serve in the city, this outreach 
enables them to become familiar with the churches and ministries 
that serve Chicago’s urban cultures. “It helps them see how to reach 
out, where to go, and who to contact to get more involved,”  
Min said. As a result, many students do ministry internships in  
the city or become involved on a regular basis. Some recent MTS 
graduates are now pastors or leaders at urban ministries where 
they previously served.

with Grace Chapel Evangelical Presbyterian Church in Farmington 
Hills, Michigan, and had dialogues with the search committee 
about what qualities to look for in an Assistant Pastor of Student 
and Family Ministries. After he graduated from MTS, Daniel  
ended up leaving Cru to assume that position at Grace Chapel. 

Applying the freedom he had at MTS to ask questions, along  
with a passion for taking the church to the community, Daniel  
is encouraging members of the congregation to be Christ’s 
ambassadors by building relationships with people in their 
neighborhoods. “We need to go where the people who are far 
from God are, and represent Jesus there,” he said. For example, 
based on a student’s suggestion, Daniel started Coffee Doubt, 
a weekly, hour-long gathering in local coffee shops where young 
people from Grace Chapel invite their unsaved friends to ask hard 
questions about any topic. “We talk about everything from body 
modification, like tattooing and body piercing, to whether or  
not God exists,” he said. Like his MTS professors who didn’t give 
automatic answers, Daniel encourages the young people to study 
God’s Word and “try to figure it out.” As a result, in the last year  
and a half, two participants have put their faith in Christ and three 
have become church members.

Daniel says he still has a lifetime of questions to pursue and 
answers to track down, but he’s not alone. He still meets weekly 
with some of his MTS classmates to read and discuss theological 
books—“to keep ourselves sharp.”

For more information about Moody Theological Seminary, call 800-DL MOODY or visit www.mts.edu.
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