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Moody Alum Mobilizes Church
Planters in Cameroon

INSIDE:

Mentoring teenage girls • Fighting sex trafficking
Pursuing a call to preach

SAMMY WEBER DISCIPLES CAMEROONIAN
CHURCH PLANTERS

By age four, Sammy Weber knew he was
going to plant churches when he grew up.
The son of Bible translators in Cameroon,
Africa, Sammy was gripped by stories of
the apostle Paul traveling and telling
people about Jesus. “I knew those people
had not heard the gospel before, and I
knew God wanted me to do that kind of
work,” says Sammy, who earned his BA in
Evangelism and Discipleship from Moody
in 2008. Today he is part of Project
Cameroon Arise, where he trains, mobilizes,
and sends Cameroonian nationals to start
church-planting movements.

“I was grateful to be able
to come to Moody for four
years and then go straight
into ministry.”
–Sammy Weber
Sammy was inspired to pursue training at
Moody Bible Institute after reading a book
about D. L. Moody, its innovative founder.
“Moody was willing to step out in faith and
do things in ways that took a great deal of
courage in his time and day,” he says. “I
wanted to be part of that kind of legacy
and faith.”
At Moody, Sammy was impacted by his
Moody professors’ passion for holiness,
classes such as Hermeneutics, and the
myriad opportunities to serve in Chicago.
His weekly Practical Christian Ministry
(PCM) assignments included holding
church services in a nursing home and at
Pacific Garden Mission, where he would
preach to 200 homeless men. ”It’s a good
test for any preacher that if you can keep
that group awake, then you can probably
keep any group awake!” he says.
Cover photo: Sammy Weber ’08 (top center)
and his wife, Kelsey (bottom right), along
with Project Cameroon Arise team members
Bruno (top left), Florence (bottom left), and
Nemsefor (top right).

Sammy Weber ’08 equips students with Bible study skills for church planting.

Outside Chicago, he invested two spring
breaks ministering to Native Americans in
Oklahoma. During a summer internship
between his junior and senior years, he
taught street kids and set up a discipleship
program in Rwanda.
Sammy was also part of Moody’s Student
Mission Fellowship, serving as prayer
coordinator in his sophomore year,
president in his junior year, and vice
president during his senior year. “I learned
a lot about how to lead prayer meetings,
get people excited about prayer, and help
them realize how powerful a tool we’ve
been given in prayer,” he says.
During his last semester at Moody and the
year after graduation, Sammy prepared for
church planting work in Cameroon by
raising round-the-clock prayer coverage.

He found 336 people willing to pray for
him for half an hour once a week. “By the
time I had every time slot filled, enough
money had also come in and I was able to
go,” says Sammy, who headed to
Cameroon in June 2009 without debt
because of the tuition-paid education he
received. “I was grateful to be able to come
to Moody for four years and then go
straight into ministry,” he says.
A dozen Cameroonians have completed
Sammy’s one-year training program and
are serving as church planters. For the
next training session, Sammy and a small
team (pictured on cover) are refining the
curriculum to apply more teaching
methods of Jesus. “We are trying to give
them the tools by which they can then
read the entire Bible, understand it, and
teach it effectively,” he says.

Church Planting Major Includes Year of Ministry Immersion
Moody Bible Institute’s Church Planting
and Renewal major equips students
with skills for planting churches and
revitalizing existing congregations in
urban, suburban, and rural settings, both
in the U. S. and internationally. During
their final year in the program, students

participate full time in a church-planting
ministry. The degree program, launched
in fall 2011, meets a significant need for
church planters around the world.
Visit www.moody.edu for more
information.

MOODY FUELS STEPHANIE KAIHOI
TO CREATE TEEN MENTORING MINISTRY

am with you. And I will use your story to
impact future generations of girls.”
That purpose gave Stephanie peace and a
heart for ministry that motivated her to
start Bible studies with girls at her high
school. “I felt excited to get out and make a
difference for Jesus Christ,” she says. After
high school, she felt called to continue to
reach teens for Christ.
Because Stephanie’s youth pastor and his
wife were Moody alumni, Stephanie
decided to apply to Moody. She was
accepted and able to attend, partially
because of the tuition-paid education.
Stephanie Kaihoi ’07 trains mentors of teen girls at a Legacy Living Ministries conference.

Whenever Stephanie Kaihoi opens her Bible audiences empowers both teenage girls
on stage to teach hundreds of teenage girls and their mentors to grow in their
at one of her Finishing With No Regrets
relationships with Christ and each other as
conferences, she is living out her Moody
they pursue God’s Word.
professors’ challenge: “Wherever you go
“Our whole ministry is pouring into these
after Moody, whatever you do, teach the
young women so they will be legacies for
Word of God.”
the Lord and will in turn tell the next
“Every one of my classes was fueled by the
generation the incredible things the Lord
Word of God and how it affects our lives,”
has done,” Stephanie says.
says Stephanie, who graduated in 2007
with a BA in Communications.
That challenge set the tone for her ministry
to teen girls, Legacy Living Ministries, a
nonprofit she founded after doing a 40-day
fast from food and delving deeper into
Bible study in summer 2009. With a goal to
“train the next generation to love the Lord
and crave His Word,” Stephanie and her
team hold two conferences four to six
months apart—one for mentors and one
for teenage girls and female youth leaders.
The first conference, Mentoring With No
Regrets, focuses on training female youth
leaders and moms to become effective
mentors to teenage girls through biblical
and practical means, such as sharing life,
God’s Word, and prayer. The second,
Finishing With No Regrets, teaches teenage
girls about discovering their identity in
Christ and living boldly for Him. This
approach of holding a conference for both

Stephanie prays with a conference attendee.

Stephanie’s calling to mentor girls
originated at age 10 when she was
struggling with the separation and
subsequent divorce of her parents. She
was walking through the hall of her
Christian grade school in Minnesota and
praying about her loneliness and her
broken home when she sensed God
saying to her, “Stick with Me, trust Me, I

“If you have a genuine,
authentic love for Jesus and
for people, they listen to you.”
–Stephanie Kaihoi
At Moody, she gained insight about
working with youth through Practical
Christian Ministry opportunities. Her
freshman year she co-led a Bible study at
Cook County Detention Center in Chicago.
“That experience showed me that it’s
possible to minister to anybody,” she says.
“If you have a genuine, authentic love for
Jesus and for people, they listen to you.”
She also helped lead a youth group at a
small church in Chicago.
Stephanie learned valuable lessons from
her Moody professors, many of whom
were like father figures to her. For example,
Dr. Ronald Sauer’s rich devotionals at the
start of every class helped her understand
the relevance of God’s Word. Dr. David
Fetzer affirmed her during her senior year
as she wrote and published Finishing With
No Regrets, a devotional book she gives to
each of her conference attendees.
Now living in northeast Minneapolis,
Stephanie has held conferences in
Minnesota, Kansas, and Indiana. “I really
believe God is using this ministry to bring
revival to the next generation,” she says.
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When Nick Gatzke came to Moody, he
thought he was headed for the mission
field. But his plans changed during a
required preaching class. “I was terrified of
public speaking,” he recalls. During his first
sermon, Professor Dwight Perry was sitting
in a back room taping him. When Nick
finished, the professor came charging back
into the room. “How are you going to like
being called Reverend some day?” the
professor asked Nick.
“I was taken aback,” Nick says. “Then Dr.
Perry pulled me aside and told me he saw
a gift of preaching in me.”
Nick grew up in a Lutheran home in
Minnesota. His father was a chemist and
his mother stayed home caring for Nick
and his twin brother. During high school,
he started attending his cousin’s youth
group. “I was being taught the Word,” Nick
says. “The Scriptures came alive for me.”
After participating in several high school
missions trips, he enrolled at Moody Bible
Institute as an international ministries major.
While interning with missionaries in Africa,
he gradually felt his ministry focus shift.
“The Lord was opening my eyes to ministry
in the local church,” he says.
During his time at Moody, Nick and his
soon-to-be wife, Amy Fox, attended a
church where he served the youth. It was

Nick Gatzke ’01 serves as pastor of Osterville Baptist Church in Osterville, Massachusetts.

just one of the experiences that prompted
him to consider seminary.

and in my service at a local Baptist church
teaching and preaching,” he says.

After he graduated in 2001, Nick attended
Gordon Conwell Theological Seminary.
Throughout his schooling, Nick served in a
number of local churches where pastors
mentored him.

Currently, he and his wife, Amy, and their
baby daughter, live in Massachusetts,
where he is the pastor of Osterville Baptist
Church. “As is true of much of New
England, this area is definitely ‘rocky soil’ for
gospel ministry,” Nick says. “Our ministry
consists of people from birth to 90, with
our largest growing segment being
families in their 30s and 40s. Last year we
had the privilege of baptizing 28 people in
three different public baptism celebrations
at our local beach. It was a fantastic time
of testimony to God’s saving grace in Jesus
Christ for our whole community to see.”

In 2005, the couple moved to London,
England, where Nick earned a PhD in
Homiletics from the London School of
Theology. “My understanding and love for
expository preaching grew in my studies

Moody Offers Renewal, Training for Pastors and Ministry Leaders
Held for more than 30 years, Moody’s re|FOCUS Pastors’ Conference reflects Moody’s
deep commitment to encourage and serve pastors. This year’s conference, featuring
inspiring messages by ministry leaders such as Alistair Begg and Ray Pritchard, will
be held on May 20–23, 2013, in Chicago. Encourage your pastor to attend. For
information, visit www.moodyconferences.com/pastorsconference.
Additional training for your pastor and church leaders is available online or on
Moody’s campuses. Learn more at www.moody.edu, or call 800-967-4624.

Although Nick ended up in Massachusetts
and not Africa, he still senses that the “Lord
used all these events together,” he says. His
own experiences have helped him lead
the church to support and participate in
missionary work.
Nick deeply appreciates the investment
Moody donors made in his ministry
training. “To be able to obtain a top-rate
degree without accumulating educational
debt allowed me to get into church
ministry faster, without having to pay
down debt first,” he says.
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Andrew Hanson (second from left) raises awareness about human trafficking near a banner filled with signatures to put an end to this modern form of slavery.

The summer before Andrew Hanson (’02)
attended Moody Bible Institute, he worked
in an orphanage in Mexico and saw two
children destroyed by sex trafficking, a
horror he had never heard of before. “I was
completely devastated,” he says. Andrew
had always defended his younger braininjured brother when other kids picked on
him, so it was natural for him to want to
protect victims of injustice.

“Human trafficking is now
the fastest growing and
second largest criminal
market in the world.”
–Andrew Hanson
When he arrived at Moody, the imprint
of the Mexican children in Andrew’s heart
and mind led him to contact several
organizations in Chicago to get involved
in anti-trafficking work. Because these
organizations required female workers,
and Andrew didn’t have a law degree,
he was repeatedly turned down.
A dozen years later, in 2010, Andrew
started Men Against The Trafficking Of
Others (MATTOO), an international
nongovernmental organization in
Minneapolis, Minnesota, that educates
boys and men in order to decrease the
global demand of human sex trafficking.

Moody’s urban location gave Andrew
valuable hands-on ministry training. He
and his peers at Moody regularly helped
feed and clothe the homeless people on
Chicago’s Near North Side. He was grateful
to be part of a “community of students
who were excited about going out to help
people and share the gospel.”

About that time, Andrew suffered lifethreatening blood clots from a sports
injury. While on bed rest, he thought, “If
you had a year to live, what would you do?”
The answer: He would create an
organization to get men involved in the
anti-trafficking movement. Andrew soon
sold his Toyota Prius to fund MATTOO.

Andrew was also grateful for the tuitionpaid education at Moody. “That was a
huge help,” he says. “My parents and I
couldn’t have afforded it otherwise.”

To grow in business expertise to serve his
ministry, Andrew completed a Master of
Business Administration at Cambridge
University in England. He estimates there
are about 40 million trafficking victims
today, and the perpetrators are primarily
men. “Human trafficking is now the fastest
growing and second largest criminal
market in the world,” he says. “However,
we’re seeing hope. We have seen
significant changes in the hearts of men
internationally; even offenders are now
championing MATTOO’s message.”

After he graduated from Moody with a
bachelor’s degree in Bible and Theological
Studies, Andrew worked for a U.S. senator
and started a marketing consultancy. In
2010, he earned a Master of Public Policy
degree at the University of Minnesota,
which opened the door to serve on the
board of directors of Breaking Free, a
trafficking recovery outreach organization.

New Major in Ministry to Victims of Sexual Exploitation
In response to the exponentially growing
global commercial sex trade, Moody Bible
Institute launched a four-year
undergraduate major in Ministry to
Victims of Sexual Exploitation in fall 2012.
This major, the first of its kind, combines
biblical training, counseling, and strategic
partnerships with ministry practitioners to

prepare students for the advocacy and
restoration of victims of sexual
exploitation. Men and women are
welcome in the program.
Visit www.moody.edu for more
information.
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FROM THE PRESIDENT
Dr. Paul Nyquist
I’m thrilled to introduce you to
several Moody alumni who are
making a difference for Christ in the
local church, on the mission field,
and in the nonprofit sector. These
four stories represent mere
snapshots of the vast work God is
doing across the globe through
more than 40,000 Moody alumni.
For 127 years, Moody Bible Institute
has been equipping men and
women to serve the Lord in Christian ministry. Today our
graduates are translating Scripture, planting churches, leading
Christian organizations, ministering overseas, broadcasting on
Christian radio, and teaching in Christian schools.
Moody continues to be a unique place, sustained not by an
endowment or tuition fees, but by the prayers and financial
support of God’s people. There is simply no place like Moody.

Since D. L. Moody founded this school in 1886, Moody has never
charged tuition for the undergraduate students at our Chicago
campus.
This commitment to providing a tuition-paid education allows
graduates to go directly into ministry without the burden of
student loans and ensures that no one is prohibited from
receiving ministry training because of a lack of funds.
Each year, we trust God to provide the funding to cover the cost of
tuition, approximately $14,000 per student. And since 1886, God
has provided through the generous support of friends like you.
Because of you, this year more than 1,600 future Christian
ministry leaders are receiving a tuition-paid education at Moody
Bible Institute. Thank you for your commitment to equipping
men and women to reach the world for Christ. May you be richly
blessed by the work God is doing through Sammy, Stephanie,
Nick, and Andrew.
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